Total Subjection

wanted to try their little sledges on the street, a policeman
appeared immediately, and I saw the poor little things es-
caping as quickly as they could. Now, when the spring sun
entices them from their homes, and they would like to play a
little with their comrades out of doors, I see that they are
still uneasy, as though they did not feel safe, and as though
they feared the approach of some dictatorial policeman. No
urchin can crack a whip, or sing or shout, but in a moment
the policeman is there, in order to forbid him. With us every-
thing is directed towards making our beloved young things
prematurely tame, and expelling all human nature, all
originality, all wildness, so that in the end nothing is left
but the Philistine.         WOLFGANG GOETHE, 12 March, 1828

The Germans are innately so servile by nature that if they
were free to forgo their own freedom, they would submit
all their doings, their thought and speech, their movements,
their rest, their eating and drinking, their laughing and
weeping, and all things else, even to their dreams and their
laws, to magistrates and administrators. Such miserable folk
do not deserve to have good princes ; they ought to be sent

tO MorOCCO.                                        LUDWIG  BORNE,   1829-1834

The Germans cannot live without ordering and obeying,
and it is difficult to determine in which they take the greater
pleasure. And it is a very German poet who sings :

"Thou must rule or else obey :
Anvil or hammer thou must be."

A pithy saying, though it contains a certain measure of
untruth, and a shocking calumniation of human nature. To
rule or obey : that means to be a slave in this manner or in
that ; in the one case the cage has golden bars, in the other
bars of iron. The chain that binds is bound as fast as that
which it fetters. But man was born for freedom, and only in